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 Section I: Setting and Context Outline 

 Before I knew anything about Lesher, all I thought was “what is it like going to school 

next to a college?” I have always thought that it would be different since I went to a school far 

away from any college. The moment I stepped into Lesher right when the bell rang, I knew it 

was special because of the way students and teachers treat each other outside of the classroom.  

 The amount of resources and programs available is one part that makes Lesher stand out. 

The acceptance for students with disabilities is above schools that I have helped in, students that 

have a different primary language other than English can take steps to become bilingual, and 

students prioritize the appreciation of students in their own classes. For example, Lesher 

introduced Unified Basketball this year and has been a great way to connect students. Another 

way the school has implemented the family aspect is the effort towards placing students in 

general education classes. This was great to hear because it helps all student learn how to be in 

community with everyone. It allows space to treat each other respectfully, equally, and nicely. 

Also, Mr. Buttice works in the Language Acquisition program and came to speak to us about it. 

This is a very helpful way to get parents who don’t speak English involved and provides steps 

for the students to bridge the gap of understanding between two languages. Because of this 

program, teachers can assist and provide lessons where it pushes learning and understanding. 

Another huge aspect was the amount of parent involvement. When a parent participates and 

receives communication from their kids, there are many ways support can show up. Starting with 

Student Led Conferences. Before Lesher, I have never seen or heard of this form of conferences. 

By preparing and gathering work, students are given an opportunity to shared what they have 

done, what they are struggling with, and why they have a specific number. Parents are invited 

into their student’s ELO classroom and able to see where their kid works. Second, Night at the 

Museum was a way to connect parents to what they are learning. Sixth Graders dressed up, made 

a poster, and performed small speeches about a known figure in history or in the present day. I 

was able to come and enjoyed the different people as well as the amount of effort and excitement 

I saw.   

The element that I thought stuck out to me the most, were the demographics. Lesher has such 

a wide range of stories and backgrounds. I felt very lucky to see such an eclectic group of 

students and a school that celebrated every culture. This aspect is what strengthens a community 

and become family-like. Dr. Dodd gave us a tour of Lesher while highlighting only a few facts 

about Lesher, but two words that stuck with me was diversity and equity. The number of 

countries represented in the school is high as well as the number of languages. The economic 

geography has an effect as well. The percent of students who received free lunch is over fifty 

percent and around twenty students at Lesher are homeless. This was something that hit me very 

hard and caused me to think about how I taught and how I will teach in the future. 



Students and Classroom 

As a student in middle school and high school, I went to a school that had no diversity. I 

couldn’t experience the atmosphere and community Lesher has. Most times, I found myself 

trying to meet a standard that was almost impossible. I cannot speak for the students, but I do 

know how the teachers and admin make efforts to cultivate a welcoming and accepting 

environment for the students to feel safe to be themselves. 

Classroom Layout 

The classroom layout in Ms. Knips room could be limited due to the amount of 

technology in the room. Because the students each have computers, they are in rows. An 

interesting tool that it very helpful is to freeze their screens during announcements and when Ms. 

Knips is speaking. Because they are all faced towards the front and Ms. Knips in the back, it 

gives her opportunities to supervise what they are working on as well as giving students freedom 

to work independently. 

Topic and Rationale 

Because I arrived in the middle of fifth period, I usually never saw how Ms. Knips 

introduced the topic for the day, except for the weeks of testing. Because her class is very studio 

based, there were not a lot of lecture time. Students were given the learning targets and the 

strategy Ms. Knips used most was a video tutorial for the topic. The students would build, 

construct, problem solve, and express themselves on different softwares throughout the semester, 

but the tutorials helped me and the students go back and take it step by step. Ms. Knips would 

lay out the project providing a guide or structure on Google Classroom. It helped with 

brainstorming and planning the project and the reflection after the project was finished. Students 

would have to complete Criterion A, B, C, and D, and all Criterions covered specific concepts 

and elements that helped Ms. Knips assess each student. 

 

Section II: Case Studies/Interviews 

 The interviewees that I decided on had unique characteristics that I saw while helping 

teach in the Lesher classroom. 

Student A is a girl that I noticed the first day in Ms. Knips’ Classroom. She was very shy 

and stayed focused while everyone around her had to talk or walk around. When I asked her if I 

could interview her, she was nervous and didn’t know what to expect. She is from Fort Collins, 

CO and she has lived here her whole life. She has an older sister who is in Eighth grade at Lesher 

as well and she told me that she really enjoyed having her here. I was able to connect with her 

because I shared that I was able to go to the same college as him and I loved it. Throughout the 

interview, I learned that she is very passion oriented because she has a specific subject that she 

loves and other subjects that are not her favorite because she doesn’t find it interesting. 

Creativity is an aspect about English she shared, specifically Science Fiction books and writing. 

She taught me that as teachers, it is so important to give students a variety of different types and 



pathways our content can cover. She expressed that she didn’t like tons of homework because it 

adds anxiety and gets really stressed. I started to understand that she puts a lot of pressure on 

herself. This was heartbreaking to me because I know that she is not the only middle school 

student that feels this. So many students want to succeed and say the right answers to the point 

where they are very stressed. It is not only academic, but social as well. When she was answering 

my questions, I knew that she was trying to say the answers I wanted to hear, which was a little 

disappointing because I truly wanted to get to know her. A question that stuck out to me was her 

favorite holiday, which was Hanukah. I never had any friends or knew anyone who was Jewish 

growing up, so I thought it was incredibly interesting learning about her belief and family 

background. She shared that she was a descendant of Genghis Khan, her father is Kazakh, and 

her mom is Jewish. I learned that students’ lives are affected by the culture they are brought up 

in. It connects directly with Lesher’s view on celebrating cultures and ethnicities. It was 

awesome to see her face light up when she told me she was a descendant of Genghis Khan. After 

spending this small amount of time with her, there was a different with our relationship in the 

classroom. She was more comfortable with me, she asked me to help her more often, and she felt 

seen. 

Student B has been a boy that I have helped in class multiple times. He has a lot of trouble with 

staying on task and he was not qualified to work with Mrs. Holter, but I believe that he would 

grow and learn more if he had more one to one assistance in Ms. Knips class. Because I am 

aware that he is on the Autistic Spectrum, I wanted to learn how his schooling experience has 

been. When I asked him, he was super excited that I wanted to interview him. He is a very 

friendly and kind boy who has five siblings. He enjoys being outside, rollerblading and riding his 

bike. School is not fun to him because he doesn’t like sitting in one place for more than twelve 

minutes. I learned that school can be very hard for him and I have personally seen him not do 

any work because he was so distracted and couldn’t type. I learned that he loves to be a regular 

middle schooler and loves to play outside. This is something that I rarely see anymore it seems 

like. I have less experience with students with disabilities, so this was such a good opportunity to 

work with him individually. I learned the best way to have a conversation with him and like 

student A, it was cool to watch him get passionate with the activities he loves. After 

interviewing, we went back into class and worked together. This affected me the most because I 

learned to communicate, know what he could do and what he needed assistance with. 

 I took the time to think and feel confident why, but I ran into a conflict. Initially, I was 

going to interview a student who I knew has a hard home life. When I got the time to ask him, he 

told me that he didn’t want to talk about it right now. Before he knew what I was going to ask 

him, he denied it. I wanted to respect that he didn’t know me well enough to talk about it, but I 

saw and felt the sensitivity that came with it. My heart broke that he didn’t want to talk about it, 

but I knew this was going to something I will run into as a teacher. We only have them during 

the day and we never know what they go home to. This is one part of teaching that I take very 

seriously, and I want to understand what state the students are in every time they walk through 

the door. Mental health is important and even a little question, “what is your favorite activity to 

do?” can change the way students view themselves. These interviews have affected me in a huge 

way because it gives you a small glimpse of what these students’ lives are like. It really strips the 



teaching profession to it rawest form and the way we approach instruction in the classroom. I 

have learned that we should meet the students’ needs in the content and how we are facilitating 

understanding. By interviewing, students become confident, comfortable, and would be able to 

trust more. 

 

Section III: The Lesson 

Book Study Lesson Plan 

Teacher Absent Often Chapters 23 and 24 

Kaley Hinchsliff 

 

Lesson Idea and 

Relevance: What are you 

going to teach and why is this 

lesson of importance to your 

students? How is it relevant to 

students of this age and 

background? 

Chapter 21 through 24 are about Kari’s ministry of Education in Cambodia. It is 

important to students because it allows them to identify the themes and gain 

understanding for schools in Cambodia. Collaboration will also help them work in 

groups. 

 

Essential Understanding (s): What are the “big ideas”? What specific 

understandings about them are desired? 

 

Essential Question (s): What provocative questions will foster 

inquiry, understanding, and transfer of learning? 

Students will understand that… 

- I can recall and interpret discussion questions 

through the text I read. 

- I can determine the values that are most important 
to me. 

- I can make a prediction about what others will 

value most based on the information I have learned 
about them in the text. 

- What are the most important values to you? 

- Why do you think the parents in Cambodia value 
what they do? 

- What are ways to change values of a community? 
 

 

Outcomes - Students will be able to...What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? ...Art history and culture; 

expressive features and characteristics of art; art materials, tools, and techniques? What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and 

skill?  ...Compare and contrast art work; analyze sketches? 

 

Condition…Students will be able to (measure)…criteria (assessment) 

 



 

Students will be able to… 

- Understand what each value means and how it affects a community. 

- Interpret other people’s values from the evidence in the text. 

- Predict how values will change by changing specific actions. 

 

Student Reflective Activity: Through what authentic performance 

task(s) will students demonstrate the desired understandings? How will 

students reflect upon and self-assess their learning? 

 

Assessment Instrument (s): By what criteria will “performances of 

understanding” be judged? 

 

Before we read Chapter 24, we will start the Five Values 

Activity by giving out ten beans per student. Each 

student can choose the values they thought were most 

important. Then do the activity in the perspective of the 

parents in Cambodia. Then read Chapter 24. 

By reflecting and interacting with the Five Values in 

different perspective, the performance of understanding 

will be met. 

 

Instruction: How is the lesson organized to maximize initial and sustained engagement as well as effective learning? Provide opportunities to rethink and 

revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? Include literacy and numeracy? 

 

- Read Chapter 21 aloud 

- Kari decides that it is time for her to part ways with her friend and supporter, Sovann. Why did Kari 

make this decision? Do you agree or disagree with her decision to end her working relationship with 

Sovann? Explain and defend your answer. 
- Read Chapter 22 and 23 silently 

- Paul Chuk had an amazing impact on the students, teachers and principal of the Chrauk Tiek school. 

Describe three things that Paul did that made the Charuk Tiek school and community a stronger and 

better place. 

- Five Values Activity – 10 minutes 

- Read Chapter 24 aloud 

 

 

Accommodations: How is the lesson tailored (personalized) to the different needs, interests, and abilities of learners? ...Access (Resources and/or 

Process) and Expression (Products and/or Performance)?  

 

 



Incorporate Differentiated learning for ELL and disabilities. 

- Read aloud 

- Freedom to express their own values and opinion 

 

 

During the week, ELO’s consists of advisory and Book Study. The book that the class 

was reading is called Teacher Absent Often. A big learning experience was planning the lesson 

not knowing if the class what going to get to the chapter, I need them to be at. Adapting is a big 

part of teaching. Because a third of the class was absent the day before, Ms. Knips decided to not 

read and switch to advisory for the day. I quickly learned how to adapt and work with Ms. Knips 

to figure out scheduling. I am very thankful for the ways she has helped me through challenging 

times in the classroom.  

Something Ms. Knips calls, “May Teaching”, is when the kids are crazy, have very hard 

times paying attention, and care less about working hard. With that being said, I was nervous. 

Before the activity I planned, we had to catch up on the last chapter because they didn’t get to it. 

So, I read aloud Chapter 23. I think that read aloud help with accommodating to students whose 

first language is not English. It allows them to listen AND see the words in the book. It takes 

away anxiety and stress of getting called out because Popcorn Reading can be beneficial if I 

knew what students and their level of reading aloud. Then, before reading Chapter 24, I asked 

them to explain what personal values are. One of the students who answered was honest, but a 

student who is very comfortable with talking in front of the whole class. Then I instructed them 

to think of what values are most important to them regarding the Five Values, honesty, trust, 

solidarity, communication, and participation. They enjoyed this part because they could get up 

and express their personal opinions of what is important to them as human beings. Then I asked 

them to be in the shoes of parents in Cambodia. I think that they didn’t understand the different 

or the concept of values in Cambodia as well because they haven’t taken the reading seriously. I 

immediately knew this when I asked students to share what they thought about the parents. None 

of them wanted to speak, so I asked them a question, “Do you think that the parents have a lot of 

trust with the schools right now?” and then some students said no, so then I got some assurance 

that they understand the underlying concept. After discussing the difference between our values 

and the parents in Cambodia, I gave them time to read Chapter 24 independently. Once they 

were done, we did a short discussion on how the Five Values were talked about in the chapter. 

More student responded and explained the ways that these values can create strength and solidity 

in the schools. The students backed up their reasoning with parts of the text which was one of my 

goals. 

I was nervous about participation and discussion. Because they usually don’t do 

activities in ELO, I thought they weren’t going to be comfortable. My prediction was somewhat 

correct, but students surprised me. I struggled the most with not knowing how they did with 

interactive activities and wanting to participate. It was hard for me to get their attention and keep 

it because I even asked them to turn their chairs around so they wouldn’t be facing their 



computers. Right when I asked them to get up, their attention got better. The class gave me 

feedback, which was great, and they explained how they liked how I communicated clearly, 

allowed them to move around, and they were not bored. Teaching at Lesher has opened my eyes 

to a healthy academic community and I am so thankful I got the opportunity to be apart of the 

Lesher family. 

 

Notes from Lesher: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


